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   Conditional sentences have two parts: the if-clause and the main clause. 

The if-clause introduces a condition. The main clause is the result of that condition. 

What happens in the main clause is conditional to what happens in the if-clause. In 

other words the main clause only happens when the events in the if-clause happen. 

There are 4 main types of conditional clauses (if-clauses): 

- ZERO CONDITIONAL 

- FIRST CONDITIONAL 

- SECOND CONDITIONAL 

- THIRD CONDITIONAL 

 



    Zero Conditional (general truth) 

 

 condition result 

if + Present Simple 

 

Present Simple 

 

 

Use zero conditional: 

- to describe facts which are generally true or scientific facts. 

e.g.  If you stand in the rain, you get wet. 

If you heat ice, it melts. 

REMEMBER: the condition always has the same result.  



             First Conditional (real present) 

 

 

 

 

Use the first conditional: 

- when you think it is likely that something will happen as the result of a future action. 

e.g. If I go to Paris next month for work,  I'll visit the Eiffel Tower. 

- for promises and threats. 

e.g. If you pay cash, I’ll give you an extra five per cent discount. 

REMEMBER: you can state the result before the condition. 

e.g. We’ll finish the project on time if we work hard. 

 

 

 condition result 

 

if + Present Simple Future Simple (will + base form of verb) 



     Second Conditional (unreal present) 

 condition result 

if + Past Simple would/could/might/should + base 

form of verb 

Use the second conditional: 

- to describe a future event or outcome which we think is not very likely to happen. 

e.g. If he worked harder, he would pass the exam. (but he is too lazy) 

- to express something in the present or in the future which is entirely imaginary. 

 e.g. If I won the money, I would buy a new car. (but I don’t) 

- to appear more polite in making a request or asking a favour. 

e.g. I would prefer it if you finished your report today. 

NOTE: with the verb to be we use if + I / he / she / it+ WERE 

e.g. If I were not in debt, I would quit my job. 

If he were taller, he would be accepted into the team. 

Though in informal English, you will hear some people say If I was... If he was... etc.  

 



Third Conditional (unreal past) 

 condition result 

if + Past Perfect 
would/could/might + perfect 

infinitive (have + past participle) 

Use the third conditional: 

- to talk about ‘unreal’ or imaginary past situations. 

e.g. If I had answered that question better, they would have given me the job. (but I 

answered badly so they didn’t give me the job) 

- to express regrets, wishes, and missed opportunities. If only … is commonly 

used instead of if. 

e.g. If only I hadn’t sold my old car.  



Mixed Conditional 

  It is possible for the two parts of a conditional sentence to refer to different times, and the 

resulting sentence is a "mixed conditional" sentence. There are two types of mixed 

conditional sentence. 

PRESENT RESULT OF A PAST CONDITION 

 
 condition result 

if + Past Perfect 

 

would/could/might/should + 

base form of verb 

This type of mixed conditional refers to an unreal past condition and its probable result in 

the present. These sentences express a situation which is contrary to reality both in the past 

and in the present. In these mixed conditional sentences, the time is the past in the "if" 

clause and in the present in the main clause. 

e.g. If I had worked harder at school, I would have a better job now. 

We wouldn't be lost if we had looked at the map. 

 



PAST RESULT OF PRESENT OR CONTINUING CONDITION 

  condition result 

if + Past Simple 

 

would/could/might + perfect 

infinitive (have + past participle) 

 

These mixed conditional sentences refer to an unreal present situation and its probable 

(but unreal) past result. In these mixed conditional sentences, the time in the if clause 

is now or always and the time in the main clause is before now. For example, "If I 

wasn't afraid of spiders" is contrary to present reality. I am afraid of spiders. "I would 

have picked it up" is contrary to past reality. I didn't pick it up. 

e.g. If she wasn't afraid of flying, she wouldn't have travelled by boat. 

I had have been able to translate the letter if my Italian was better. 



Inversion in conditional sentences 

    Inversion is a change of the ordinary word order. 

Conditional sentences with inversion are more formal than those that follow the usual word 

order. 

1) In real conditionals inversion is found with the modal verb should, but it is only used in 

formal language. 

e.g. If you should require any further information, please contact us at our office in Green 

Street. (formal) - Should you require any further information, please contact us at our office 

in Green Street. (more formal than the previous example) 



2) In unreal conditionals it is common to find inversions in formal language. 

e.g. Were the negotiations to fall through, it would bring about unforeseen problems.  - If the 

negotiations were to fall through, it would bring about unforeseen problems.  

 Had I known about Mr Smith's behaviour sooner , I would have fired him immediately. - If I had 

known about Mr Smith's behaviour sooner, I would have fired him immediately. 

 

REMEMBER: in negative clauses with inversion, we don't use contracted forms: 

e.g. Had the people not been informed, the situation would have been much worse. 

 

 

 



Constructions with the verb WISH 

Wishes about the present and future 

      wish + Past Simple is used to express that we want a situation in the present (or future) to be 

different. 

e.g. I wish I spoke Italian. (I don’t speak Italian) 

I wish I had a big car. (I don’t have a big car) 

I wish I were on a beach. (I’m in the office) 

I wish it were the weekend. (It’s only Wednesday) 

    wish + Past Continuous is used to express that we want to be doing a different action in the present 

(or future). 

e.g. I wish I were lying on a beach now. (I’m sitting in the office) 

I wish it weren’t raining. (It is raining) 

I wish you weren’t leaving tomorrow. (You are leaving tomorrow) 

https://www.eslbase.com/grammar/past-simple
https://www.eslbase.com/grammar/past-simple
https://www.eslbase.com/grammar/past-simple
https://www.eslbase.com/grammar/past-continuous
https://www.eslbase.com/grammar/past-continuous
https://www.eslbase.com/grammar/past-continuous


 

 
wish + would+ bare infinitive is used to express impatience, annoyance or dissatisfaction with a present 

action. 

e.g. I wish you would stop smoking. (You are smoking at the moment and it is annoying me). 

I wish it would stop raining. (I’m impatient because it is raining and I want to go outside) 

I wish she’d be quiet. (I am annoyed because she is speaking) 

Wishes about the past 

wish + Past Perfect is used to express a regret, or that we want a situation in the past to be different. 

e.g. I wish I hadn’t eaten so much. (I ate a lot) 

I wish they had come on holiday with us. (They didn’t come on holiday) 

I wish I had studied harder at school. (I was lazy at school) 

https://www.eslbase.com/grammar/past-perfect-simple
https://www.eslbase.com/grammar/past-perfect-simple
https://www.eslbase.com/grammar/past-perfect-simple


Exercises. 
 

Task I: Open the brackets. In the conditional sentences make necessary changes: 

1. If you (to put) salt on ice, it will melt. 2. If he (to leave) now, he will miss the rush hour. 

3. Provided that she (to service) the car, we’ll be able to drive to the country. 4. Unless he 

(to do) his homework, he’ll stay at home. 5. Providing that we (to get up) early, we’ll reach 

the place of destination in time. 6. They will let us know if they (to see) him. 7. If you (to 

meet) the president, what you (to do)? 8. If he (to live) nearer, we (to see) each other more 

often. 9. I (may go) for a walk if the weather (to be) nice. 10. I (to call) him up if he (to 

come) tomorrow. 11. If I (to be) as young as you are, I (to sail) in a boat round the world. 

12. I (to go) skiing if there (to be) more snow. 13. She (to play) tennis if it (to be) not so 

hot. 14. If I (to be) in his shoes, I (not to invite) the Browns. 15. If we (not to have) to 

study, we (to go) out tonight. 16. Where you (to go) if you (to be) on leave? 17. She (to 

notice) this mistake if she had been more attentive. 18. I (may go) on an excursion with you  

 

 

 

  



if I (to know) about it beforehand. 19. If we (to know) that you were there, we (to call) on 

you. 20. If I (to know) of his arrival, I (to meet) him. 21. Nobody told me about your 

trouble. I (to help) you if I (to know) about it. 22. If you (to try) your best, you (to get) the 

job. 23. If he (not to work) late, he (to catch) his bus. 24. If Mary (to agree) to sit in for us, 

we (to go) to the movie yesterday. 25. He (to pass) his exams well if he (to study hard. 26. I 

(to prepare) everything yesterday if I (to receive) your message on Monday.  

 Task II: Open the brackets: 

1.In your place I (to arrange) everything yesterday. 2. At that time he (to take) the necessary 

steps. 3. Why did you wash up? I (to do) it myself. 4. She (to buy) the dress, but she had no 

money. 5. He (to advise) them what to do, but he couldn’t get in touch with them. 6. We (to 

go) to the country rain or shine, but he was busy last weekend. 7. I (to come) to see him last 

week, but I got ill and had to stay in bed. 8. It (to be)   important then but not now. 9. They 

(to take) a taxi, but there was none. 10. Why didn’t you ask them to discuss your problem 

then? They (not to postpone) it. 

 



Task III: Choose the right variant and translate the sentences into Russian: 

She wished at that moment she (had not sent/did not send) for him. 2. “I wish I (had been/were) there 

with you,” he said with deep regret. 3. She says she wishes I (had been/were) a thousand miles away. 

4. I wish she (had not looked/did not look) so sad. 5. the professor wishes I (had studied/studied) 

harder. 6. We wished he (had not come/did not come) so late yesterday. 7. I wish you (had seen/saw) 

the play. It was a great success. 8. I wish they (had introduced/introduced) their friends to me at the 

party. 9. She wishes her father (hadn’t known/didn’t know) it. 10. He wished they (hadn’t 

noticed/didn’t notice) his embarrassment.  

Task IV: Paraphrase the following sentences using the verb wish: 

Example: It’s a pity you are so busy these days. – I wish you were not so busy these days. 

It’s a pity we won’t be able to reach the village before sunset. 2. My friend regrets not having told you 

all at once. 3. It’s a pity that you didn’t send your son for one of us last night. 4. What a pity you are 

leaving so soon. 5. Unfortunately, he didn’t receive the answer before Christmas. 6. I am sorry I made 

you upset by bringing such depressing news. 7. The patient was sorry that he had not fulfilled all the 

doctor’s instructions. 8. She was sorry she had no money to buy a toy for her son. 9. They were 

disappointed that they had not persuaded her. 10. It’s a pity we are not so young as you are.  

 

 



Task V: Translate into English: 

1. Как жаль, что он пришел так поздно. Мы не успели поговорить о наших проблемах. 2. Как 

жаль, что он не разработал этот проект. 3. Как жаль, что нам придется скоро уехать. 4. Обидно, 

что вы не дождались его прихода. 5. Я теперь жалею, что не послушался его совета. 6. Обидно, 

что вас не поняли. 7. Жаль, что вы упустили такой шанс. 8. Обидно, что ей придется отказаться 

от такого предложения. 9. Как жаль, что он работает допоздна. 10. Он пожалел, что пришел и 

привел с собой друга. 11. Я бы очень хотела быть сейчас в Лондоне. 12. Как бы мне хотелось 

говорить по-английски так же хорошо, как он. 13. Ты бы расстроился, если бы я не пришел? 14. 

Будь он осторожнее, он бы не упал. 15. Если бы он не приехал на машине встретить нас, нам бы 

самим пришлось нести свои вещи. 16. Ты бы пошла куда-нибудь вечером, если бы он тебя 

пригласил? 17. Мы бы поехали сегодня в бассейн, если бы вы позвонили вчера вечером. 18. 

Если бы он мог дать положительный ответ, он бы давно это сделал. 19. Я бы на твоем месте не 

стал поднимать такой шум. 20. Если бы ты принял его предложение, ты бы давно работал в 

хорошей фирме. 21. Будь я на вашем месте, я бы пошел пораньше, чтобы застать его. 22. Если 

бы он вел машину осторожнее, никакой аварии не произошло. 23. Не сломай он ногу, он бы 

выиграл турнир. 24. Никто бы не обвинил тебя, если бы ты вел себя по-другому. 



 Task VI: Find and correct the mistakes if any: 

1. I cannot give him such a job. I wish he were light-minded. 2. It was desirable that all 

participants came on time. 3. If he would go there, I did not come. 4. He insisted that 

everybody sign the paper. 5. He looks upon the cottage as if it is his property. 6. If he had 

come a bit earlier, he would have time to say goodbye to you. 7. She wished she  never 

mentioned his name. 8. Should he could do it, he would do it. 9. I demand that he is taken 

to hospital immediately. 10. She is happy, look at her. She looks as if she has got several 

years younger. 11. If I will see Gordon tomorrow, I will tell him about it. 12. If I lived in 

Italy, I will not try to spend every holiday at the seaside. 13. If I was a king, I would live in 

this palace. 14. We would be friends if Carol would be a little more optimistic.15. If I had 

known it in advance, I wouldn’t  say such things. 16. If I  called him that day, we would 

have solved this problem.  
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